b MONES

a couple streets away from the squac was osage avenue, and you
could walk by all the wreckage, the burng up bulldings, the lot
wherethe MOVE house use to stand, it's pretty hard to believe what
happenad there - hew the cops came on may 13, 1985, and did their
best to destroy MOVE, they shot over 10,000 rounds of ammunition
inco the house - usis, m-16's, sho; guns, automacies, a 20mm anci-
sank gun, flooded the place with fire truck hoses, flooded the
place with tear gas, tried to blast through the walls wich military
explosives, and when none cf that worked, they went up in a
helecopter and dropped & bomb on the house, stood by while the
whole blcok burned to the ground, and when MOVE members did try to
leave the house, they were shot at. B adults and 5 kids died, the
medical examiners office helped cover it all up - leaving the bodys
unrefridgerated, and all the tests were delayed so everything was
inoonclusive - no one knew the cause of death, no one could be
blamed, years later when there was a raexamination, and 1 guess
they must have dug the bodys up, there were bullet fragments found
in the bodies that had never been reported, there were limbs that
had been cut off and were missing, john africa, the leader of MOVE,
had his head cut off - it wasn't burried wich him,

i don't really understand exactly what MCVE's politics were or why
the phili police force was so dead set on thelr obliperation, MOVE
started in the '70's as a sort of revolutionary, urben, back to
nature group, with a really strong focus on family and community,
natural life St}’lﬁs and a reverance for all 1ife, khey were trying
to wake people up - show how unjust and oppressive this society is-
gey people on the move, get people off ypeir' Asses, zet people
fighting %o be free,

they had an in your face, loud, direct style - and held proteskts at
pet shops, poligical rallies and media offices, they didnt advocake
violence, but belisved in self defence, and the phili police force
gave them plenty of reasons to need to defend rthemsdlves,

philadelphia cops had a national reputation for racism and
hl‘utality. and when MOVE started speaking out against the police
Torce and the hypocracy of the judicdal system - holding demes that




were so successful, obher communtiy ﬁgougs ;tart‘!gei?:::f LWE f:
i ing demos in their meighborhoods - wh poen
:;ipc;:ap‘zecl;:;ngaking a real efforg to arres; MOVE members as ofgen

as possible,

the cops brukelity toward MOVE wasn't confined to breasking up demog
they'd harrass them randomly on the skree;, like in '74 they
stopped 2 pregnant MOVE women who were walking to the store,
stopped them and questioned them and beat them up, slamming one
scomach first into the cop car, stuck them in jeil overnight
Wwichout water or food, both women miscarried,

in '75 chey arresged another pregnant MOVE woman, dragged her from
the holdi ng cell, held her spread-eagle and kicked her in the
stomach and crokch, she piscarried too,

in '76 the cops cam to the MOVE house one time when people were
belhg noisy or sameghing, they dragged one guy off the poarch and

beag him so bad they broke a night stiok in half over his head,

they pushed this one woman to the' ground with her baby in her arms,
and stomped on her until she was neerly unconcious and the baby was
dead, lacer the cops said they had never been to the house thet
night, they said the broken night stick, which had been left there,
was stolen property, and they refused to admit the baby even
exisied - since it had been born 8t home and had no birthcertificate
no leagal documentation,

this was just some of the shil that happened, by '76 Lhere were
hundreds of MOVE cases in the philedelpis courk system., MOVE
def'ended themselves and fought a pretty suceessful batcle, but
the police harrassment kept gobting worse and worse, and MOVE
started worrying that the same kind of campaign that was waged
ageinst the Black Panthers would be Waged againse them, they pub
boards over their windows, stoodon their poarch holding guns,
(which is legal by.the way) and staged a major demonstration from
their house, calling for ghe releese of their political priscners
end an end to police harrassmeng,
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olice set up a 24 hour wagch around che MOVE house, and eventmally
gealedoff a four block area around Lhe house in an attempt Lo starve
MOVE members out - the justification was that there were supposidly
pgopls inside who had warrents out and hadn't sh own up for cours,

afger 2 months of this blocade, they negotiaged, ended the barri
searchedt he house,hand foaind nothing incriminat:{ng_ HOVE“, :_“B ricad
suppose to0 leave the house, and the city was V5

find a new place to live within 90 dﬂ:!sf’ suppose to help them

after 90 days, MOVE was still in the house and the cops came in full
force and ordered them to surrender, the cops buldozed the ‘porch
off, MOVE barricaded themselves into =he basement, Lhe E:c‘.ps pried
the basement windows off and turned on the water cannons,

i've geen the police movie footage of people crawling out the
basement w;ndOW3, soaked with children in their arms, there were
gunshots fired, cops say it came from the MOVE houss, but most
ogher witneases say it ceme from across the strees, a cop was
killed, police opened fire, tear zas was thrown into the house
and more people poured oukt, there's footage of this cne guy
comming out of the house with his hands up over his head, and
gebbing beat up 3o badly - kicked full force in the head, kicked
80 hard his Hody raises up off bthe sizewalk, dragged by his halr,
hit wath the butt of a gun,

the cop that
wasg lkilled had been shoz in the back of the neck, the bullet
entering his body at a downward angle, 1t seems prevty unlikely
;E:t; the i.:ullen: could have came from the MOVE house, since t hay
e zil in the basement - couldnt have shot from that angke ag
giv; ;) 9 MCVE members were pronounced guilty for the thing,
indin g to 100 yearw in jail, no copsor officials were ever
Bon.-.:: for any of this shit andeven the 1985 bombing wasn't
A ered excessive force, the federal grand jury declaired that
vil rights hadn't been violsted, and there are still & MQVE
members ip prison,
1: YTJ Want more info you can write to move at: pob 19708, phili,
Pa, 19143, they've got a pamphlet, newsletter, movies




